
In Memory of Peter Maksymowych 

Peter Maksymowych and his son Stephen got in touch with us in 

September 2009 - after Peter’s diagnosis - and came to see us in our 

office at the Rayne Institute at the time. They very kindly donated 

funds several times throughout Peter’s illness. 

Peter sadly passed away in December 2011. His sons Walter and 

Stephen sent us some information about their amazing Dad, which 

we’d like to share with everyone: 

"Until his diagnosis of MDS in September of 2009 he had been in exceptionally good health 

for a man in his eighties except for a very mild stroke that affected his balance. He took pride 

in his physical fitness and exercised daily having developed good health habits in the pursuit 

of his lifetime passion-Ukrainian folk dancing. He had even entertained the Queen at a solo 

dance performance at the Royal Albert Hall shortly after her coronation. In the space of a 

month he went from almost no doctor visits at all to requiring blood transfusions every 1-2 

weeks. This entailed weekly visits to the Royal Oldham hospital for consultations with the 

Haematologist. The illness was also psychologically devastating and by November of 2009 he 

was certain he would die imminently. He then started Vidaza therapy and by February 2010 

there was noticeable improvement with less frequent transfusions which made the relatively 

minor side effects more readily tolerable." 

"By April 2010 he no longer required blood transfusions and had essentially returned to his 

previous good health. This allowed him to resume visits to his grandchildren in London on a 

regular basis. He also enjoyed a very memorable holiday with his Canadian grandchildren in 

a beautiful apartment overlooking Salcombe Bay in Devon. Can you imagine - he had never 

been to beautiful Cornwall and Devon. Canadians are used to wide open spaces and the tiny 

one lane roads of Devon made each road trip in the car seem like an exciting theme park 

ride. He remained in good health until the end of September 2011 when he developed 

myeloid leukemia and passed away on December 19 2011 just barely a week after his 89th 

birthday. He died in the presence of all his grandchildren, his final and overriding wish. Our 

father expressed immeasurable love for his family and exceptional gratitude to all the health 

care providers and the health care system that made the extra time with his family possible. 

As a family we are also grateful to the MDS UK team for the support, encouragement, and 

optimism that was provided when treatment options seemed very limited. By advocating for 

patients like our father it also reinforced to us the crucial role of patient groups such as yours 

in ensuring access to appropriate therapy for all patients with MDS." Walter and Stephen 
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